REASONS Humbly offered for D fing 
the Bill for Enlarging the Trade to Raſa. 


HAT the Trade tg andffrom Nuſſia is capable off great enlar ements is evident, 
becauſe, g : 'V | 

1. Many of our and tie Product of our Plantations are carried 
_ thicher, from Holland and Hamburgh, which could not be done to advantage, and 
ſo conſequently would not be done at all, if the preſent ers to Kuſſie, who are now very 
few in number, (not above 12 or 13) Exported hence ſufficient Quantities of ſuch Com- 
modiries, to ſupply the expence of them in Raſſia. . * 

2. Becauſe we might be furniſhed from Reſſi« with ſeveral uſeful and neceſſary Commodities, 
as Hemp Pitch, Tar, Maſtr, Fir-Planck, Deals, &c. which tho? to be bought there on 
more reaſonable terms than they are in Sweden, Pruſſia, Denmark, or Norway, whence we now 
import them, yet are ſeldom or never Imported by the preſent Traders to Ruſſia, 


That it” is the Intereſt of this Nation to Enlarge that Trade, is alſo evident, 


becauſe, | . a 

1. The Raſſes having do Shipping of their own, the whole Trade to and from Ruſſia would 
be driven by our Shipping; whereas the whole Trade from Sueden, Denmarb, and Nor- 
way the greateſt part of our Trade to and from Ruſſia, and Leifland, is now carried on 
by rife Shipping of thoſe Country's, the Commodities of which being generally bulky, and of 
{mall value, the Freight of them is many times as much, or more, than the firſt Coſt. 

2. Becauſe the Kingdom of Seder, and it's Dependenties, from whence Fe have the 
greare rt of our Naval Stores, take off very few of our Manufactures, or other Commodis 
ties, and we therefore are forced to purchaſe ſuch Stores there with Money, whereas there 
being no Prohibition of, or extravagant Duties laid upon, our Manufactures, & c. in the Em- 
pire of Ruſſia, and the Climate very Cold, we ſhould certainly Vend great quantities of our 
— and with the produce thereof, purchaſe ſuch Naval Stores which we now Buy 
with Mony in Sueden, &c. 258 

3. In the great Duties laid on our Manufactures, and other Commodities, have made 
them unvendable there. In Auſſia the Cuſtom of them being ſmall, we could afford to Sell 
them at very reaſonable Rates, which would encreaſe their Conſumption, and thereby enable 
us to bring home Naval Stores much Cheaper than we can from Sueden, by ſo much as the 
difference is betwixt the Duties at one, and the other place. 9 

4. Becauſe at preſent our whole Dependance for the greateſt part of our Naval Stores, is 
upon places within the Sound, through which (on any difference with the Northern Crowns) 
our Paſſages may eaſily be obſtructed; whereas if we once fall intothe way of fetching thele 
Stores from Ruſſia, we can never ſuffer by any want of them, or difficulty in bringing them Home. 


The Deſign of the Bill now before this Honourable Houſe, for enlarging the Trade to R«ſſia, 
by aſcergaining the Fines for admiſſion into the Rai Company, being ſo profitable to 
the Nation, as appears above. The following REASONS why that Fine ſhould be 
Moderate, are humbly offered to Conſideration. ' 

1. A moderate Fine aſcertained, will encourage Perſons to come into the Trade, whereas 

a great Fine will Obſtruct their coming in, and ſo render the Deſign of the Bill Ineffectual. 


2. Tho? thoſe who drive a great Trade 4 have large Stocks, may perhaps, come in; yet 


thoſe who have leſs Stocks, and are m reater number, cannot bear a great Fine, and 
particularly thoſe T raders in the Woo anufaQtures reſiding in Tork, Hull, Newcaſtle, 
Briſtol, Exon, and other parts of this Realm, who, tho? they live conveniently in Ports and 
Places proper to employ Shipping in this Trade, and deal in Commodities uſually Exported 
to, and Imported from Raſſia; yet, in regard they are ſingly capoble of driving but ſmall 
Trades, will be diſcour from coming into the Commpany, if the Fise be not made very 
eaſy to them, as appears by Experience: for, though divers of thoſe Merchants in the Out- 
Ports have, and do Trade to aud from other places, in ſuch Commodities as are Exported to 
Ruſſia, and Imporced thence; yet their Admiſſion into that Company having been rendred ſo 
uneaſy, none of them have yet ventured to take up their Freedom, and conſequently have been 
hitherto deprived of thar Trade. , | 

3. The Trade to Ruſſia is now driven moſtly by our Neighbour Nations, who have obtained 

reat Advantages over the preſent Merchants of the Ruſſia Company; for while the Engliſh 
erchants, for want of driving the Trade to the extent it is capable of, are unable to purchaſe 
ſome Commodities, which are often ſold in large Parcels, as Maſts, Tar, and Por-eſb, the other 
Merchants reſident there, engroſs the whole of ſuch Commodities, and then make their own 
Terms and Prices, for what they are pleaſed to let the Engliſh have; fo that it will require 
great Induſtry and Care to ſettle Factories Abroad, and uſe other expenſive Methods to reco- 
ver that Trade to the Nation: and therefore it may be reaſonably expected, the Fine ſhould 
be very moderate, to encourage Men to come into a Work, likely to be ſo Coſtly to themſelves, 
and yet fo Beneficial for the Nation. 

4 The Parliament having reduc'd the Fine of Admiſſion into the Eft land Company to 
40s. and the Hamburgh Company, having voluntarily reduc'd theirs to the ſame racy thee 
| — Traders to thoſe Parts, and from thence it may naturally be in- 
err'd, a moderate Fine will have the ſame effect here. 


